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1986, by Northwest Face. Class 4. First ascent June 10, 1927,
involves by Norman Clyde. There is a small pyramid-shaped peak
rtachute  (locally known as “Apex Peak”) just north of Mount Sill
(UTM 664065). From the Palisade Glacier, climb the snow/
ice couloir leading to the notch between this small peak
1t Sill) and Mount Sill, and continue up the North Couloir to the
Silland  summit. There is much loose rock on this side of Mount Sill;
Fork of  the North Couloir from Glacier Notch is preferred.
ke and North Couloir. Class 4. First ascent September 25,1931, by
cirque  Walter A. Starr Jr. From Glacier Notch ascend the L-shaped
north  snow/ice couloir leading to the notch between Mount Sill
ewest  and Apex Peak, on the north side of Mount Sill. (Alternatively,
nding  you can ascend the class 3 rocks on the right side of the
tothe  couloir.) Climb toward Mount Sill from the notch for 80 feet
[ount  and then traverse to the right across the Northwest Face. This
tch. leads to a small, scree-covered rib. Ascend the rib to the west
s the  ridge, then follow the ridge to the summit. Variation: 1, 5.2,
now  First ascent by George Wallerstein. Climb straight up from
P of the start of the traverse for five short pitches. Some leader
protection is needed on the third pitch.
North Couloir, Descent Route. Class 4. This is commonly
used as a descent route after climbs of the Swiss Aréte, east
red  face, orthe V Notch of Polemonium Peak. At an approximate
of elevation of 13,900 feet on the west ridge of Mount Sill (near
€S- a prominent rock spike along the ridge), descend the north
side of the ridge about 200 feet. Traverse down and across
)3,  the Northwest Face to a point just above the notch between
n-  MountSill and Apex Peak to the north. Descend to the notch
n- and go down the 35-degree North Couloir (or the class 3
e rocks on its north side) to Glacier Notch. »
i Swiss Aréte. I1, 5.7. First ascent July 3, 1938, by Spencer
5 Austin, Ruth Dyar, Ray Ingwersen, Richard M. Jones, and
e Joe Momyer. This is one of the classic climbs of the High
- Sierra, ascending the north buttress of Mount Sill. It is in a
spectacular location and has little loose rock. From Glacier
Notch, traverse up and left, across the North Couloir, to the
north buttress of Mount Sill. The climb begins at a point
where the buttress flattens out a bit, at an approximate
elevation of 13,500 feet. After two pitches (5.5 and 5.6), a
5.5 pitch leads to an impasse. Traverse to the right on ledges
to an exposed outside corner (5.6). This is followed by a 5.7
move up an open book. The rest of the climb is mostly class 4,
with a few class 5 moves over and around huge blocks to the
summit. Variation: Continue directly up the buttress from
where the impasse is met (5.9). Further reading: Bard, Mount

Sill: Swiss Aréte; Fiddler, pp. 203—-206; Croft, pp. 96-97.
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